Winter 2013 Semester Begins January 16!
Classes this semester will be held at:
The National Museum of American Military History (Tuesdays)
Adas Israel Congregation (Wednesdays)
JSC Tuesdays at the National Museum of American Jewish Military History
1811 R St NW DC (near Dupont Circle Metro-Red Line)

Classes begin 7 P.M.
Film and Discussion: Jewish-American Experience in Hollywood (January 29)
Being Jewish in the Workplace (March 12)
Text and Image: The Contemporary Haggadah (March 12)
JSC Wednesdays at Adas Israel Congregation
2850 Quebec Street NW DC (near Cleveland Park Metro-Red Line)

Classes: 7 P.M. and 8:15 P.M.
This Week! Understanding The Israeli Elections (Jan. 16)
Judaism and Feminism: Where Are We Now? (Jan. 23)
Translation as Commentary (Jan. 30)
Untangling the Psalms (Jan. 30)
Jews of the Americas (Jan. 23)
Baruch Atah Adonai Eleheynu— The Path of Blessing (Feb. 20)
‘Solutions’ to the ‘Jewish Problem’ and How They Fared (Feb. 20)
******************************************************************************************************************

Sign up now for
The Great Latke-Hamentasch Debate
(co-sponsored by Adas Israel Congregation)
Where: Adas Israel Congregation, 2850 Quebec Street NW, DC
(near Cleveland Park Metro-Red Line)

When: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13
7:00-9:00 P.M.
JSC, Adas members and students $12; non-members $15

Includes Refreshments ! (For Your Own Research)!

Register for all our courses at www.jewishstudycenter.org
Email:

info@jewishstudycenter.org

Phone: 202-332-1221

Tuesday nights at the National Museum of American Jewish Military History
1811 R Street, NW—(1 block NE of Dupont Circle Metro-Red Line)

(Co-sponsored with the Museum)
Jewish-American Experience in Hollywood Film (1927-2009)
Film by Buddy Timberg, followed by panel discussion.
(co-sponsored by the Washington Jewish Film Festival, Foundation for Jewish Studies and Museum)

Tuesday, January 29
Moderator:
Panel: Aviva Kempner,

7:00-8:30 P.M.
Susan Barocas
Jeff Krulik, Lauren Strauss

Moderator: Susan Barocas, past Director, Washington Jewish Film Festival
Panelists: Aviva Kempner, filmmaker, The Rosenwald Schools (in progress), Life and Times of Hank
Greenberg, Partisans of Vilna;
Lauren Strauss, professor, Modern Jewish History and Culture, George Washington University;
Director, Foundation for Jewish Studies
Jeff Krulik, filmmaker, Ernest Borgnine on the Bus, Hitler’s Hat, Heavy Metal Parking Lot
Film showing of the 25-minute documentary, The Jewish-American Experience in Hollywood Film (19272009) by Buddy Timberg, z’’l. This film (a work-in-progress at his death two years ago) describes how Jews
have been portrayed in film from the early sound era through the modern era in Hollywood movies including
clips from "The Jazz Singer" (1927) to "Knocked Up" (2009).
JSC, JWV, Museum, DCJCC members $5; non-members $10
Register though www.jewishstudycenter.org or at the door.

Being Jewish in the Workplace:
Navigating Laws Surrounding Workplace Accommodations
Tuesday, March 12 7:00-8:15 P.M.
This course will navigate the laws that govern religious accommodation in the workplace and examine strategies for employees to seek their rights and for managers to accommodate those rights without sacrificing the
rights of others. We’ll identify when employers have a duty to accommodate a request, strategies for employees
to make such requests, and ways for employees and employers to appreciate that an individual’s religious level
may adjust over time. Our focus will mostly be on issues relating to Shabbat and holiday observance, but may
touch on other matters that are of interest to class members. Adam Marker practices employment law at The
Goldsmith Law Firm, LLC and is an active member of Am Hatorah Congregation of Bethesda. He also serves
on the Montgomery County Committee on Hate/Violence.
JSC, JWV, Museum members $15; non-members $20

Contemporary Haggadot: Between Text and Image
Tuesday, March 12 7:00-8:15 P.M.
The Haggadah, the Jewish ritual text of prayers, stories, sayings, and songs, is read on the first two nights
of Passover. What do the illustrations and other iconography found in contemporary Haggadot reveal about the
relation between Israel and the Diaspora, the Holocaust, and women's role in Judaism? How have new media,
such as the Internet, affected Haggadah iconography? Sarah Breger is managing editor of Moment magazine.
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JSC, JWV, Museum members $15; non-members $20
Register thru www.jewishstudycenter.org or at the door

Wednesday Nights at Adas Israel Congregation
2850 Quebec St NW—(1 block from Cleveland Park Metro-Red Line)

(Co-sponsored with Adas Israel Congregation)
Understanding the Israeli Elections: Parties, Candidates, and Consequences
January 16 7:30-9:00 P.M.

Israel is holding national elections on January 22. Thirty-four political parties are competing for the
120 seats in the Knesset, though there are only 14 parties in the Knesset now, and only 14 are likely to be
there once the shouting is over. Confused yet? If you want to make sense of this potentially pivotal democratic exercise, come to our one-session Israeli election primer and seminar. We’ll familiarize ourselves
with the electoral system, the major parties, the candidates (some of them), the issues (what’s new?), and
the stakes (big). There will lots of time for questions. Paul Scham is Professor and Executive Director of
the Joseph and Alma Gildenhorn Institute for Israeli Studies at the University of Maryland. He lived in Israel for years and particularly loves to follow its elections, which he calls “the best soap opera around.”
JSC and Adas members $15; non-members $20

The Impact of Feminism on Judaism: Where Are We?
January 23, 30, February 6, 20 7-8:15 P.M.

The first female rabbi in America was ordained in 1972, and bat mitzvah ceremonies became common
only in the 1960s. Jewish life and practice have been vastly altered by the women’s movement and the
changes brought by feminism, in everything from liturgy to theology to community practice. But some
things have yet to change, and some perhaps never will. Female rabbis look at the landscape of Jewish life
since feminism and the prospects ahead.
January 23: The effect of feminism on ritual and liturgy. Rabbi Avis Miller is President of Open Dor
Foundation, which does outreach, and is Rabbi Emerita of Adas Israel
January 30: Is there a Fourth Wave of Jewish feminism? Rabbi Gilah Langner teaches at George
Washington University and Catholic University of America, and is co-director of the Washington Jewish
Healing Network She received smicha in 200
February 6: Women in Israel: Are we Going Forward or Backward? (Speaker to be announced
February 20: Women in the Community: How things have changed. Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt is Director
of Lifelong Learning and Programs at Adas Israel and has been associate rabbi at Yale University Hillel.
4 sessions: JSC and Adas members $55; non-members $75
Individual session: JSC and Adas members $15; non-members $20

Register for all our courses at www.jewishstudycenter.org
Email:

info@jewishstudycenter.org

Phone: 202-332-1221
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Wednesday Nights at Adas Israel Congregation
2850 Quebec St NW—(1 block from Cleveland Park Metro-Red Line)

(Co-sponsored with Adas Israel Congregation)
Jews of the Americas
January 23, February 20, March 13 8:15-9:20 P.M.
January 23, 8:15-9:20 P.M..— Jews of the Americas: Ecuador —Betty Adler, born in Quito, Ecuador,
spent her childhood summers at the Beneficencia Israelita (Jewish Community Center) which her grandparents
helped found and where her father was a bar mitzvah. As an adult, she has maintained relationships with many
of her childhood friends and has stayed involved with the Jewish community in Quito. Among her professional endeavors, Betty is an acclaimed photographer; in addition to her presentation, she will share some of her
most recent photos of Ecuador with the class.
February 20, 8:15-9:20 P/M.—Jews of the Americas: Guatemala —Sofia Abraham Mendoza was
born in the land of eternal spring, Guatemala, a country that has influenced the Jewish community in many
ways. She will share some facts about the history of this small Central American nation and Jewish life
there
March 13, 8:15-9:20 P/M.— Jews of the Americas: Uruguay —Did you know that there are over
20,000 Jews in Uruguay, hailing from the Ashkenazi, Sephardic and Mizrachi (Oriental) Jewish traditions?
Come learn about the intersection of these communities, including their history and life today from
Herman Kamil, who was born in Montevideo. Herman studied at the University of Michigan and now
works as a Senior Economist at the International Monetary Fund.
3 Sessions: JSC and Adas Israel members $40; Non-members $55
Individual sessions: JSC and Adas members $15; non-members $20

Modern Translation as Commentary
January 30, February 27, March 6, 13 7:00-8:15 P.M.
Every translation, especially of saEach choice of word or phrase reflects
tude of doctrinal and historical issues
will read a short selection from the
with several different English translaam’s leprosy, and selections from
the different translations in combinaexplore different readings of the text,
lems.

cred text, is a commentary of sorts:
the translator’s decisions on a multigoing back centuries. Every week, we
Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) in Hebrew
tions--Moses striking the rock, MiriPsalms and Proverbs--and will use
tion with traditional commentaries to
literary issues, and language prob-

We will read primarily Jewish translations with some Christian ones—New Jewish Publication Society, Robert Alter, King James, Everett Fox, Contemporary Torah (gender sensitive JPS), Aryeh Kaplan, the
Stone Chumash, New American Standard, and more.
Please note that though this class was offered in 2011, we will be using all new selections, so returning
students and new students are both welcome!
Norman Shore is a scholar and veteran teacher for the Jewish Study Center and elsewhere in the Washington Jewish community.
4 sessions: JSC and Adas members $55; non-members $75

Register for all our courses at www.jewishstudycenter.org
Email:
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info@jewishstudycenter.org

Phone: 202-332-1221

Wednesday Nights at Adas Israel Congregation
2850 Quebec St NW—(1 block from Cleveland Park Metro-Red Line)

(Co-sponsored with Adas Israel Congregation)
Untangling the Psalms
January 30, February 6, February 27, March 6

8:15-9:20 P.M.

The 150 poems that make up the Book of Psalms are both deeply familiar and deeply strange. Psalms are
the backbone of the liturgy, but their language can be tangled and obscure. We’ll untangle the poetry of some
of the most familiar psalms—using a variety of English translations—and trace their different settings and uses across the centuries and up to the present day.
Amy Schwartz, a Washington journalist, has taught many classes on poetry. She is opinion editor of Moment Magazine and president of the Study Center.
4 sessions: JSC and Adas members $55; non-members $75

Six Words: The Path of Blessing
February 20, 27, March 6, 13, 20 7:00-8:15 P.M.
Baruch...Atah...Adonai...Eloheynu...Melech...HaOlam – these are the six words with which we begin
each "bracha," or blessing. These words serve as a gateway to the promotion of joy and appreciation, wonder
and thankfulness, amazement and praise. Together they are a tool for mindfulness and are an integral part of
Jewish spiritual practice. What does it mean to "bless"? How might we understand the six words that make up
a blessing both individually and as an entire expression? Each session will concentrate on unpacking the
meaning of each word, so that in the end we will be better prepared to enter into the path of blessing with
greater insight and kavannah, spiritual awareness. This class is highly participatory and may include opportunities for chanting, poetry, writing, and silent reflection.
Rabbi Mark Novak is the spiritual leader of Washington DC's nascent Jewish renewal community, Minyan Oneg Shabbat, which meets the 3rd Shabbat morning of every month at the Chevy Chase Presbyterian
Church. Since 1987 he has served the Washington Jewish community as a hazzan, teacher, storyteller and
band leader. He received smicha from the ALEPH rabbinical program.
5 sessions: JSC and Adas members $60; non-members $90

Some Solutions to ‘the Jewish Problem’ That Fell Short
February 20, March 6 7:00-8:15 P.M.
These two sessions will focus on movements in Judaism that did not take over the Jewish mainstream but
whose influence was felt in other ways: Karaism (the attempt to return to a strictly biblical, pre-rabbinic version of Jewish law), Jewish Bundism, the Ethical Culture Movement and Reconstructionism. The question for
historians is why these movements which clearly correspond to the beliefs of a large number of Jews today -don't elicit the widespread institutional affiliation that one might have expected. Among proposed answers are
that they have been sufficiently influential on other institutions that separate affiliation is not required or that
they will yet achieve a position commensurate with the popularity of their ideas. Written material will be provided from various sources on these movements and on historians’ judgments of them.
Dr. Thomas Timberg, an independent scholar, has been an active member of Adas Israel Minyan and
Kesher Israel and the last 30 years of Am Hatorah Congregation in Bethesda.
2 sessions: JSC and Adas members $30; non-members $40

Register for all our courses at www.jewishstudycenter.org
Email:

info@jewishstudycenter.org

Phone: 202-332-1221
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Wednesday Nights at Adas Israel Congregation
2850 Quebec St NW—(1 block from Cleveland Park Metro-Red Line)

(Co-sponsored with Adas Israel Congregation)

The Great Latke-Hamentasch Debate
is coming on Feb. 13!
Join us for this festive annual event and help our expert panelists
decide once and for all:

Which is better, the latke or the hamentasch?
Participants include Rabbi Gil Steinlauf of Adas Israel;
Russell Shaw, head of Georgetown Day School; and more!
$12 JSC, Adas members and students; $15 non-members

Includes:
Materials (Refreshments) Provided for Your Own Research!

Special Promotions for our Winter Semester
1. Pre-register online and get a $5 discount.
2. Bring a new friend of the JSC to one of our classes for free!
Register for all our courses at www.jewishstudycenter.org
Email:
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info@jewishstudycenter.org

Phone: 202-332-1221

About the Jewish Study Center
The Jewish Study Center was founded in 1978 as an independent nonprofit institute of adult Jewish education in the Washington, D.C. area. Our mission is to provide classes and programs of Jewish study in the widest possible breadth of topics in an atmosphere where any person, regardless of background or level of current
involvement, can feel comfortable studying and establishing a serious relationship with the Jewish tradition.

www.jewishstudycenter.org
Email: info@jewishstudycenter.org

Phone: 202-332-1221

Weather-Related Cancellations
Classes may be cancelled for the following reasons:
·The building is closed, due to inclement weather.
·The teacher cannot make it to the class, due to inclement weather.
·The teacher cannot make it to the class due to illness.
The easiest way to see if a class is cancelled to inclement weather is to call the building where your class will be held:
Adas Israel Synagogue: (202) 362-4433, www.adasisrael.org ; National Museum of American Jewish Military History
and Jewish War Veterans of America, (202) 265-6280; The Hill Center (202) 549-4172.
If a class is cancelled due to teacher illness we will notify you as soon as possible. Class sessions cancelled due to
weather will be rescheduled as soon as possible and when possible at the same place, time and day of the week as the
original session. For information about rescheduled class sessions, refunds or other matters, please call (202-332-1221)
or message the Study Center at info@jewishstudycenter.org.

Enrollment-Related Cancellations
We request that you pre-register and pre-pay for the classes so we can inform you of any potential changes in the
class. If there are no pre-registrations 24 hours before a class, that class may be cancelled.
If fewer than five students show up for a class’s first session, the instructor has the option of cancelling the class after
waiting 15 minutes. (However, many instructors choose to proceed.) If your class is cancelled due to under-enrollment
prior to the first session, we will make every effort to inform you if you have signed up. Cancellations will also be posted
on our web site. All advance cancellations will be posted by 12 pm the day of a scheduled program.
We suggest you check our web site after 12 pm the day of your program to confirm your course status..

Volunteer Program
If you would like to take classes but tuition is a barrier, please contact us about receiving free tuition in return for volunteering your time. We are a teaching and learning community and want no one turned away for financial reasons. Contact us at: info@jewishstudycenter or (202) 332-1221 to be scheduled as soon as possible and when possible at the same
place, time and day of the week as the original session.

FOR DONATIONS TO US THROUGH THE COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN (CFC):
OUR CFC # IS: 29158

Register for all our courses at www.jewishstudycenter.org
Email:
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info@jewishstudycenter.org

Phone: 202-332-1221

Come Teach with Us!

The Jewish Study Center is a vibrant and diverse group of people dedicated to Jewish learning and teaching, community building and Tikkun
Olam (repairing the world). Our courses are short, usually 1-4 sessions,
with the occasional series of up to 8 sessions. Connecting people who are
passionate about teaching with students eager to learn is our fundamental
principle, and we believe that every teacher is a student and every student
a potential teacher.
Is there something you’d passionately like to teach? In return for offering
a course for us, you’ll have the opportunity to take a free class yourself,
join our community-wide events, and support the Study Center. For our
part, we’ll do everything we can to connect you with a group of interested
students and to help you make this one of the best teaching experiences
you’ve ever had.
Interested in teaching as part of our 35th year of classes—
on all topics Jewish?
If you would like to teach,
or if you’d just like to suggest a topic or a teacher other than yourself,
please get in touch! Come learn with us!
Contact us at 202-332-1221 or email: info@jewishstudycenter.org

www.jewishstudycenter.org
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A Crash Course in Leyning: Fundamentals of Reading from the Torah Scroll
Four Sessions: February 24, March 3, 10, 17 7:30-8:45PM

Help the Study Center continue to grow . . .

For information about registration, classes or to make donations go to our website:

WWW.JEWISHSTUDYCENTER.ORG
Or contact us at:
(202) 332-1221 or info@jewishstudycenter.org

Name _____________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Email address __________________

Phone no. _________________________

Yes, I want to support the JSC! Your donation amount $__________
(We are a 501(c) 3 organization; your contribution is tax deductible.)
I want to become a member (or renew my membership)!
JSC Single Annual Membership

____

JSC Family Annual Membership:
Give the gift of membership! Bring someone else into the Jewish Study Center community!
Gift membership for
Address ________________________________ City, State, Zipcode _______________
Total Amount

$________

Check for $__________ payable to: The Jewish Study Center
: $ ___________
Card Number:________________________________________________________
Expiration Date: ________________
3-digit security code: ______________
Name on card: _______________________________________________________
Billing Address: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Email address __________________ Phone no. _________________________
Signature: ___________________________________________________________

Address: Jewish Study Center
5614 Connecticut Avenue, NW #180
Washington DC 20015
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Registration—Winter 2013
Tuesdays at Museum (Dupont Circle)
Session

Jews in
Hollywood

Date

Jan. 29
7-8:30PM

# Attend/Fee

__ x $5 JSC, JWV,
Museum, Festival
members

Wednesdays at Adas Israel (Cleveland Park)
Cost

Session

Date

# Attend/Fee

Israeli Elections

Jan. 16
7:30-9PM

__ x 15 JSC,
Adas members
__ x $20
non-members

__ x $10
non-members

Judaism in the
Workplace

Contemporary
Haggadot

March 12
7-8:15PM

March 12
7-8:15PM

__ x $15 JSC,
JWV, Museum
members
__ x $20
non-members

__ x $15 JSC, JWV,
Museum members
__ x $20

Judaism
and Feminism

Jan. 23, 30
Feb. 6, 20
7-8:15PM

Modern
Translation
As Commentary

Jan. 30
Feb. 6, 27
March 6, 13
7-8:15PM

Cost

__ x $55 JSC,
Adas members
__ x $75
non-members
Per session:
__ x $15JSC,
Adas members
__ x $20
non-members
__ x $55 JSC,
Adas members
__ x $75
non-members

non-members

Wednesdays at Adas Israel (Cleveland Park)

Jews
of
the Americas

__ x $12 JSC,

LatkeHamentasch
Debate

Feb. 13
7-9PM

Adas members
__ x $15
non-members

Path of
Blessing
Psalms

Jan. 30
Feb. 6, 27
March 6
8:15-9:20PM

Jan. 23
Feb. 20
March 13
8:15-9:20PM

__ x $55 JSC,
Adas members
__ x 75
non-members

Solutions to the
Jewish Problem

__ x $40 JSC,
Adas members
__ x $55
non-members
Per session:
__ x $15 JSC,
Adas members
__ x $20
non-members

Feb. 20, 27
March 6, 13, 20
7-8:15PM

__ x $60JSC,
Adas members
__ x $90
non-members

Feb, 20
March 6
8:15-9:20PM

__ x $30JSC,
Adas members
__ x $40
non-members

Subto6—q 8.3336.1t-0.148259(f)-5.98484( )277.832]TJ /R133 9.68268 Tf 35.6981 0 Td ( )Tj ET Q 2650.66 3324.36 274.152 8.
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5614 Connecticut Avenue, NW #180
Washington DC 20015
www/jewishstudycenter.org
info@jewishstudycenter.org

COME LEARN WITH US!
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Jewish Study Center
www.jewishstudycenter.org
JSC Class Locations—near metro stops!
National Museum of American Jewish Military History (Tuesdays)—1811 R Street, NW, DC
(1 block NE of Dupont Circle North Metro—Red Line)
Adas Israel Congregation (Wednesdays)—2850 Quebec Street, NW, DC
(1 block from Cleveland Park Metro—Red Line)

Board of Directors
Amy Schwartz, President
Rabbi Bob Saks, Vice-President
Ken Goldstein, Secretary
Roz Timberg, Treasurer
Alisa Abrams
Diana Cohen Altman
Zev Lewis
Jay McCrensky, Ph.D.
Jessika Wellisch

