



Jewish Study Center

             Fall Semester, September—December 2005

Please register at info@jewishstudycenter.org or call 202-332-1221

Monday Classes at the RAC (Religious Action Center) 

2027 Massachusetts Ave, NW, one block west of the Dupont Circle Metro Station’s north exit

Basic Judaism
Sept. 12—Dec. 5 
(8 sessions, no class in October)

8:30-9:45 PM

Members: $85, non-members: $95

This course is designed for everyone—Jew or non-Jew, secular or religious—who wants to learn about core Jewish beliefs, customs, and practices. It uses basic Jewish texts to explore what Jews study, how they observe Judaism in their homes, and what prayer and community mean to them. Field trips will present opportunities to experience Judaism directly and get to know a range of synagogues and other resources in the local Jewish community. At the end of the course, students will understand what it means to live a Jewish life and what the next steps are to go deeper into what can become a lifetime of Jewish study.

Bob Rovinsky, president of the Jewish Study Center, belongs to many of the Jewish communities of Washington, from Adas Israel to the Zoo Minyan. He has taught numerous courses, including Basic Judaism, for the JSC.

Humash with Rashi
Sept. 12 – Nov. 28 
(8 sessions, no class in October) 

7:00- 8:15 PM

Members: $85, non-members: $95
It's been said that Jews don't read the Bible – what they read is the Bible as refracted through the lens of Rashi's commentary. This is only somewhat exaggerated—Rashi is the father of Jewish Torah commentary, and his commentary is itself a fundamental Jewish text. It's worth reading for its own sake and as a training manual in how to read the Torah carefully. This class will start with Genesis 22, the story of the Binding of Isaac, which is read in synagogue on Rosh Hashanah.  Knowledge of Hebrew is invaluable but not required, since we will use a text with translation.

Richard Friedman has taught numerous text classes at his congregation (Ohr Kodesh in Chevy Chase), the Havurah Summer Institute, and the JSC. He's a lawyer with the federal government.

History of the Sephardic Diaspora

Nov. 7 – Dec. 12 

(6 sessions) 

7:00- 8:15 PM

Members: $65, non-members: $75 

This course will examine the history of the Jews of the Iberian peninsula and their world-wide dispersion, from the pivotal pogroms in 1391 to the Expulsions from Spain and Portugal more than a century later, and the points to which the Sephardim fled. Topics include the historical antecedents and singular nature of the Spanish Inquisition, the religious and social elements of medieval and early modern anti-Semitism in Spain, the phenomenon of the "Conversos" and the development of secret religion, where and why practicing Jews and Conversos alike fled, relations between them, and what happened to their communities. The focus is on history and note will be taken of different points of view among historians about the events covered.

Tom Diaz has been researching in depth the history of his family, its relation to the Sephardic Diaspora, and the currents of history that affected their lives over seven centuries.  

Mondays at Ohev Sholom Talmud Torah, 1600 Jonquil St, NW 

On the S2 and S4 Metrobus lines. Parking is available.  For more info, visit http://nationalsynagogue.org/  

Liturgy of the High Holiday Machzor

Nov. 7 – Dec. 12 

(6 sessions) 

7:00- 8:15 PM


This class is free, but with a suggested donation of $25 to the Study Center

Get in shape for the High Holidays by studying the words from key texts of the High Holiday liturgy with commentary from the Chasidic masters.  We will discuss the major themes and passages as well as the spiritual insights of the Chasidic Rebbes. 

Rabbi Yossi Pollak is a new rabbi at Ohev Shalom Talmud Torah and a 2005 graduate of Yeshivat Chovevei Torah in New York.

Parsha of the Week

Nov. 7 – Dec. 12 

(6 sessions) 

7:00- 8:15 PM
This class is free, but with a suggested donation of $25 to the Study Center

What does the Torah really say? Each week in this class, we will study selections from the upcoming parsha on a simple textual level, without the commentaries. After the reading, we will discuss the selection and finish each class with a spice of spiritual nourishment from the Sfas Emes, the Ishbitzer, and other Chassidic commentaries. 

Rabbi Yossi Pollak is a new rabbi at Ohev Shalom Talmud Torah and a 2005 graduate of Yeshivat Chovevei Torah in New York.

Beyond the Basics: Jewish Literacy

Nov. 7 – Dec. 12 

(6 sessions) 

7:00- 8:15 PM

This class is free, but with a suggested donation of $25 to the Study Center

Plunge into the classic texts to learn more about the laws and ideas behind Shabbat, Kashrut, and prayer. We'll spend 2 to 3 classes on each topic and have lots of discussion.

Rabbi Yossi Pollak is a new rabbi at Ohev Shalom Talmud Torah.

Sunday at the Jewish Historical Society, 701 3rd St, NW, at 3rd and G 

two blocks from Judiciary Square Metro, four blocks from Chinatown Metro Station

Walking Tour of Jewish D.C. and Museum Visit

Sunday, Sept. 18 

11:00- 1:00 PM

Members: $12, non-members: $15 

Learn what it was like to live and worship as a Jew between 1850 and 1950 in the historic 7th St. neighborhood now known as Chinatown. We will learn about the Jewish community that formed along what was the major commercial strip in Washington and visit the sites of four former synagogues, including the newly renovated 6th & I Historic Synagogue. The walking tour will conclude at the National Building Museum (401 F St, NW), where you can view the exhibition “Jewish Washington: Scrapbook of an American Community” and learn of local Jewish life from 1795 to today. This course is co-sponsored with the Jewish Historical Society of Greater Washington. Please send in your RSVP early for this course—spaces fill up quickly!

Tuesday at Sixth & I Historic Synagogue: 606 I St, NW, Chinatown 

Two blocks from Chinatown Metro Station, four blocks from Mt. Vernon Metro Station 

Creative Jewish Writing Workshop

Sept. 6–Nov. 15 

(7 sessions, no class in Oct.)
6:45- 8:00 PM

Members: $75, non-members: $85 

Writers, come with your work to a place for support, encouragement and constructive criticism. Whether you or your work has Jewish connections, or if you are writing (or thinking of writing) short stories, poetry, essays, a novel, a play, memoirs, or creative non-fiction, let’s meet, read and discuss it together. 

Carolivia Herron is a retired professor who taught Creative Writing at the College of William and Mary, U Binghamton, and Harvard. She has published two works, Thereafter Johnnie and Nappy Hair (Random House), and is completing a third, Asenath and Our Song of Songs

Evil: Jewish Tales from the Dark Side

Sept. 6 – Sept. 27

(4 sessions) 

8:15- 9:45 PM

Members: $45 

non-members: $55 

Thus says the Lord: "I form light and create darkness; I make peace and create evil."  (Isaiah 45:7, recited before the K’riat Sh’ma). In this class, we will examine Jewish sources on the nature of Evil and the evil impulse from the Bible, Talmud, Kabbalah, medieval folktales, and modern literature, discussing short stories of Isaac Bashevis Singer as well as Star Wars.

Steven Braun is a Washington economist, longtime Fabrangen member, and is a Board Member of the Jewish Study Center.  

Jews of Color, In Color: Photography and Stories of Global Judaism
Nov. 1– 29 

(5 sessions) 

6:45- 8:00 PM

Members: $35, non-members: $45 

Come experience the diversity of community life on the frontiers of the Jewish world with writer and photographer Bryan Schwartz. In conjunction with the photography exhibition "Jews of Color: In Color!" premiering at the Sixth and I Historic Synagogue in fall 2005, Bryan, the featured artist, will share his experiences and photographs from visiting Jewish communities in 28 countries and more than 100 towns and villages during the last ten years. Topics will include India's Benei Menashe and Bene Israel, Peru's Inca Jews, the House of Israel Jews of Sefwi Wiawso, Ghana, and Mexico's former Marranos of Venta Prieta.

Bryan Schwartz is a civil rights attorney and is president of the non-profit Scattered Among the Nations (www.scatteredamongthenations.org), which educates Jews and non-Jews alike about the diversity of the Jewish people. 

Tuesday at the Religious Action Center in Dupont Circle, 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

       One block west of the Dupont Circle Metro Station’s north exit

Synagogues and Sugarcane: the Jews of the West Indies

Sept. 6 – Sept. 27 

(4 sessions) 

7:00 – 8:15 PM

Members: $45 

non-members: $55 

Jews were with Columbus at his first landfall in the West Indies in 1492, and they have been an important part of this region ever since. Today one can encounter centuries-old synagogues still in use in some Caribbean locales. In other islands, Jewish communities have disappeared, but their synagogues and cemeteries remain. This course will tell the fascinating story of these early Jewish settlers and the communities they created, the prominent role they played in politics, and the contributions they made to the cause of independence in North America and Latin America. We will also discuss Jewish involvement with slavery in the Caribbean.

Jeffrey Kaplan, an attorney with the firm of Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, regularly teaches on Jewish history at the Jewish Study Center and beyond. He has served as archivist of Philadelphia's oldest Jewish institution, Congregation Mikveh Israel (founded in 1740)

Music and the Message: Major Prayers of the High Holidays

Sept. 6 – Sept 27

(3 sessions, no class Sept. 20)
7:00- 8:15 PM

Members: $45, Non-members $35

Make the holidays come alive and more meaningful by preparing beforehand. Join us for three sessions where we will learn and review the High Holiday melodies and prayers, probe the meaning of the text, and connect on the deepest personal level with the message of the prayers. 

Rabbi Bruce E. Kahn is Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Shalom of Chevy Chase and is the Executive Director of the Equal Rights Center in Dupont Circle.

Intro to the Aleph-Bet 

Sept. 6 – Sept 27

 (4 sessions) 

8:30- 9:45 PM

Members: $45, non-members: $55 

This year, open the prayer book with confidence! This course for the absolute beginner presents the aleph-bet and elementary prayer book vocabulary using Teach Yourself to Read Hebrew by Ethelyn Sumon and Joseph Anderson. We urge students to get a copy and look through the first unit before the course begins. Copies are available at the Washington Jewish Bookstore or you can buy one from us on the first night of class—but please tell us to hold a copy for you. 

Sheldon Kimmel is an economist with the US government and learned prayer book Hebrew at Tifereth Israel Congregation in San Diego

M’orot K’tanot: the Supporting Prayers 

Nov. 1– Dec. 6 

(6 sessions) 

8:30- 9:45 PM

Members: $35 

non-members: $45 

The class will study and discuss various sections of the tefilot (prayers) which form introductions, closings, transitions, and pieces that just don’t get the attention they should. We will look at morning blessings, rabbinic study passages, daily psalms, Kaddish, Tachanun and hymns such as Ein Keiloheinu. We will look at their language and history, compare various prayer rites from the Ashkenaz and Sephardic traditions and see how they are connected to the main body of prayers.

Norman Shore is a veteran teacher for the Jewish Study Center and elsewhere in the Washington Jewish community. 

Holocaust Film Series 

Nov. 8 – Nov. 29

(4 sessions) 

7:00- 9:00 PM

Members: $45 

non-members: $55 

The tragedy of the Holocaust is too massive and multi-dimensional a topic to be exhaustively covered in a short film series, but by studying film that deals with it, we can hope to gain some greater level of understanding. We will look beyond well-known blockbusters (Schindler's List, The Pianist, etc.) to explore four lesser-known, but critically acclaimed foreign films dealing with various aspects of the Holocaust, from life within the camps to the moral dilemmas faced by non-Jewish citizens of Germany and occupied countries. Following each film, we will discuss the historical, ethical and spiritual themes and issues it raises. The films tentatively scheduled are: Korczak (1990; Polish), The Last Butterfly (1991; Czech) The Shop on Main Street (1965; Czech) and either The White Rose (1982; German) or The Wannsee Conference (1984; German).

Rabbi Yosef Edelstein is a teacher and outreach director with MesorahDC and has a lifelong love of film. He was ordained as an Orthodox rabbi in Jerusalem and has worked in Jewish adult education for 8 years. He taught Jewish Identity in Foreign Film for the JSC in Spring ‘05.

Judaism and the right to a Living Wage

Nov. 1, 15, 22 

(3 sessions) 

7:00- 8:15 PM

Members: $18, non-members: $36 

*members of JUFJ can pay the member fee for this class

The issue of a living wage sparks many debates, but what does Judaism say about it? Join us for a study of 4 classical Jewish texts that relate to the issue. Leading the study will be Rabbi Marc Israel of Ohr Kodesh (on 11/1), Rabbi Gerry Serotta of Temple Shalom (on 11/15), and Rabbi Jack Moline of Agudas Achim (on 11/22).

This course is co-sponsored with Jews United for Justice. 

Wednesday classes at Adas Israel: 2850 Quebec St, Cleveland Park 

        One block north of the Cleveland Park Metro. Parking is available.

Shofar-Blowing

Sept. 7 and 14 

(2 sessions) 

7:00- 8:15 PM Members: $25, non-members: $35 

In this practical course, we will learn the historical use of the shofar and the general customs of the blowing it during the High Holiday season. We will study the musical notes, how to produce them on the shofar, and how to call them out for the shofar-blower. This course will teach the basics and give you enough to continue developing your shofar skills on your own as well as better appreciate shofar-blowing in the synagogue. Open to those who want to learn to blow notes as well as those who want to sit and listen. You may bring your own or purchase one from us. 

Michael Bloom is an experienced High Holidays lay leader, hazzan, shofar blower, and a former trumpet player. 

Create Your Own Kiddish Cup 

Sept. 7 

7-8:00, 8:15- 9:30 PM 

Members: $30, non-members: $35 

Let your cup runneth over with creativity! Create your own Judaica and paint a Kiddish cup with food, dishwasher, and Manishewitz-safe paint. We will provide guidance and one wine glass (let us know if you want two), you can bring your design ideas for your masterpiece. This class is open studio time—you may come to the early or late session or stay for both. 

Rachel Miller is the Executive Director of the Jewish Study Center and has taught artists of all ages. She co-taught Make Your Own Seder Plate in April ’05.

¡Oy Caramba! The Culture of Mexican Jews 

Sept. 7—28 

(4 sessions) 

7:00-8:15 PM 

Members: $45, non-members: $55 

Two distinct groups of Jews live in Mexico:  the recent immigrants who make up the mainstream community and the early refugees from Spain in the 1500's, who were thought to be lost among the indigenous population, but who are now resurfacing.  The challenge is merging these two groups—and their interaction has lit a fire that may soon brighten all of Judaism. We will discuss the culture and history of this population using video and Powerpoint presentations. 

The presenter, Max Amichai Heppner, is the Mexico coordinator for Kulanu, Inc., a Jewish organization that reaches out to separated Jewish communities worldwide.  

Israel through the Eyes of Its Artists
Sept. 7, 14, and 28

(3 sessions) 

7:00- 8:15 PM 

Members: $35, non-members: $45 

Israeli society is a mosaic of international cultures and changing identities. Citizens come from all around the world and most eventually serve in the military, creating a duality not seen here in the United States—in Israel, the nation is the military, and the military is the nation. In this class, we will explore three themes that characterize Israeli culture and examine how they are expressed in art: Israel’s identity as the only multicultural, democratic, western world society in the Middle-East; the security challenges and the resulting close relationship between military and civilian life; and the connection to the land itself. We will examine these themes using different fields of Israeli arts: film, poetry, literature, hip hop and pop songs, as well as visual arts.

Orly Kenneth is a Shlicha (emissary of Israel) who works for the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington and specializes in formal and informal educational systems to enhance knowledge of Israel. Orly has worked for the Israeli Ministry of Education on Jewish identity and social justice. 

Savoring the Psalms

Nov. 2— Dec. 21 

(6 sessions, no class Nov. 16 or Nov. 23) 

8:30-9:45 PM 

Members: $65, non-members: $75 

The one hundred and fifty strange and passionate religious poems that make up the Book of Psalms are an enticing invitation to read, untangle, and savor. The psalmist's voice addressing 

G-d is emotional and immediate; the ideas and the language are difficult, literary and complex. In this class, we will spend some time on psalms central to literary and liturgical tradition, compare various translations, and look at the Hebrew to a limited degree, depending on the preferences and fluency of class members. 

Amy Schwartz, a Washington journalist, has taught many Study Center courses on poetry.

Wednesday classes at Adas Israel: 2850 Quebec St, Cleveland Park 

        For directions, view www.adasisrael.org/directions_to_adas.htm 

Synagogue Skills
Nov. 2 – Nov. 30

(4 sessions, no class Nov. 23) 

7:00- 8:15 PM 

Members: $45, non-members: $55 

Become a more knowledgeable and active synagogue participant! This course will cover the services, etiquette, and customs of the synagogue, focusing on Friday evening and Saturday morning services. This will be an excellent orientation class for an adult contemplating a Bat or Bar Mitzvah celebration or for anyone who wants to be more comfortable in the synagogue. You will learn to locate the correct place in the siddur (prayer book) and humash (bible) on your own, identify key prayer selection by name and tune, and learn how to perform basic synagogue honors, such as opening the ark and taking out and lifting the Torah. We will provide many prayer books, but feel free to bring your own.

Michael Bloom is a former director of the Treasury and a political campaign manager. He is the author of a book on Judaism and a book on humor and is an experienced hazzan and torah reader. 

The Litvak Legacy

Nov. 9— Dec. 14

(5 sessions,  no class Nov. 23)

7:00-8:15 PM 

Members: $55, non-members: $65

there will be an additional $15 materials fee for the book 

Between 1880 and 1930, one million Lithuanian Jews left the Russian Pale of Settlement (the territory in Russia where Jews were allowed to live) primarily to go to America. These immigrants carried with them a unique commitment to rabbinical Judaism and intellectual study, as well as a history of being the source for major secular responses to modernity, socialism, Zionism, Hebraism, as well as the Yiddish language. In this class we will study the development of the Lithuanian (Litvak) Jewish culture in the Pale of Settlement and its evolution due to immigration to the United States. We will learn what makes the Litvak culture distinctive and we will follow what happened to these immigrants and their descendents. This course will use readings from the book The Litvak Legacy.  

Mark N. Ozer is an emeritus Professor of Neurology at Georgetown University Medical School, and is the author of The Litvak Legacy, as well as 9 books on his professional work. 

Thursday classes at the St. James Church, 222 8th St, NE, on Capitol Hill

Six blocks north of Eastern Market, six blocks southwest from Union Station. Parking is available. 

Basic Judaism on the Hill

Sept. 22 – Nov. 3

(5 sessions, no class Oct. 6, 13) 

8:15 – 9:30 PM 

Members: $55, non-members: $65 

This course offers an overview of the joys and comforts of Judaism. We will discuss major texts, practices, history, as well as holidays and lifecycle celebrations. The course will be taught from the perspective that Jews are a diverse group of people who choose to be Jewish in different ways. Our goal is to give individual participants the means to develop a personal connection to Judaism that is meaningful. 

Sybil Wolin is an educational psychologist and a member of Adas Israel Congregation. She founded the Adas bereavement committee and the High Holiday service for family and children, and she also chairs the congregation’s food drive.

Synagogue Skills on the Hill

This course will focus on the basics of navigating (and leading) the Shabbat morning service. Singing ability is not required; but basic Hebrew reading skills and good hearted tolerance of other's singing are preferred. The course will hopefully include some favorite, common melodies (niggunim) to enrich your praying (davening) and spiritual experience.

Adina Shapiro is a psychotherapist and started leading services at the age of 12. She is currently a member of Capital Kehillah and Fabrangen and enjoys exploring different synagogues.

Thursday at Ohev Sholom Talmud Torah, 1600 Jonquil St, NW 

On the S2 and S4 Metrobus lines. Parking is available.  For more info, visit http://nationalsynagogue.org/  

Mesillat Yesharim: The Path of the Just

Sept. 8, 15, 22, 29 

(4 sessions) 

7:00- 8:15 PM 

This class is free, but with a suggested donation of $25 to the Study Center

Prepare for the High Holidays with an in-depth study of “Mesillat Yesharim” (The Path of the Just) by Rabbi Moshe Hayyim Luzzatto. This text is an influential work of Mussar, a movement designed to improve ethical behavior and release the inner holiness of individuals. In this class, we will study what this text says about ethical behavior, how to become a better person, how to repent, and how to become closer to G-d.

Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld is a rabbi at Ohev Sholom Talmud Torah. 

Talmud for the High Holidays
Sept. 8, 15, 22, 29 

(4 sessions) 

8:15- 9:15 PM 

This class is free, but with a suggested donation of $25 to the Study Center

Join us for a study of the classic Talmudic texts that relate to the High Holidays.  In this class, we will go back to the source and enrich our knowledge of Judaism and we will learn about the High Holidays from the actual words of the Talmud.

Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld is a rabbi at Ohev Sholom Talmud Torah. 

Intro to Talmud 

Nov.  3 – Dec. 15 

(6 sessions, no class Nov. 24) 

8:15- 9:15 PM 

This class is free, but with a suggested donation of $25 to the Study Center

The ancient wisdom of the Talmud opens many doors into Judaism. Don’t worry if you’ve never studied before—all you need is an open heart and a desire to explore the text that stands at the core of the Jewish faith. This session will cover the book that is traditionally read first in Talmud study, Brachot, which discusses blessings, prayers, and other topics. 

Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld is a rabbi at Ohev Sholom Talmud Torah. 

